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Engthe HILL

Lyz Bly talks to King of the Hill's
very three-dimensional Kathy Najimy

In an entertainment world populated by fluffy

roles, weight obsession, and self-deprecating female comics, actor-comedian Kathy Najimy
stands out for her persistent attempts to portray interesting, multidimensional characters, as
well as for her unflagging efforts on behalf of a number of progressive causes. As Olive on the
late-'gos sitcom Veronica’s Closet, Najimy was outspoken, funny, and feminist—the perfect (and
much-needed) foil to Kirstie Alley’s founder of a Victoria's Secret-like lingerie company. She has
garnered praise for such diverse portrayals as Sister Mary Patrick in Sister Act and Sister Act 2:
Back in the Habit and Elmo’s stepmother in the Tv special CinderElmo, as well as for her per-
formances in Eve Ensler's The Vagina Monologues. On the animated series King of the Hill, she
blends humor with honesty as the voice of matriach Peggy Hill. Najimy recently finished a chal-
lenging four-week run in her hometown of San Diego, California, playing two roles in Dirty
Blonde, the story of wisecracking, convention-shattering dame Mae West (roles she also played

on Broadway in 2001).
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